L.D. BELL BAND BOOSTERS
Minutes from March 25, 2008 Meeting

The meeting began at 7:00 p.m. with a welcome by Ms. Wine.  Band President Mark Schwobel welcomed everyone and began the meeting by passing around sign-up sheets for food delivery for the Rambo family.  The minutes from the January 22, 2008 meeting were approved.  

Mary Goerner gave the treasurer’s report.  The proceeds from the sale of the Grand National posters will go towards the purchase of a replica Grand National Champion trophy.  Pre-ordered posters are available for pick-up tonight.  Order forms for the posters are in the back of the room.  Credit balances on accounts for sophomores and juniors will roll over to the next school year.  If seniors have a credit balance, it can be applied to a younger sibling coming up in the band, be applied towards a guest banquet ticket or be refunded. Band banquet guest tickets will be $35 and will be available for purchase about three weeks before the banquet.  Tickets for Mountasia will be available for sale ($9.00 each) after the meeting or Wednesday between 8:00 and 8:30 a.m. or 4:00 and 4:30 p.m.

Unfinished Business:

· Please catch up on logging your volunteer hours before March 31.  Last year at this time, the band had logged 145,000 hours; right now, we have only logged 14,000.  PLEASE LOG YOUR HOURS!!

· Chairpersons are gathering and organizing documents to aid future volunteers.  Hopefully new volunteers will have a good road map.

New Business:
· Thank you to all the chairpersons, assistants and helpers for all your help this year.  Things run so smoothly for everyone because of all the volunteers we have!

· There is a spreadsheet on the back of the newsletter that shows the chairperson spots that are available for next year.

· The nominating committee for choosing the 2008-2009 officers was selected and the following have agreed to be on the committee:  Brandon Holt, Barbara Hoover, Stacy Hart, Michelle Weber, Debbie Martin, Mike Hamilton and Robert Weber.

· Grand National Champion patches will be available at cost at the next meeting at the price of $3.00 each. 

Chairperson Reports:

· All marching uniforms and parts were turned in.  Seniors will turn in their concert uniforms after the spring concert – date to be announced later.  They must be dry-cleaned (with dry cleaning receipt attached) before turning them in. Sophomores and juniors will need their concert uniforms until after graduation so turn-in for them (also after being dry-cleaned) will be during June camp.

· The yearbook has been submitted and turned in.  It will be available around the time of the band banquet. 

· The band banquet will be on May 24, at the same place as last year.  Everything is ready for the banquet.  In order to receive a yearbook and attend the band banquet, all band fees must be current!

Band Director Reports:

Mr. Holt talked about the IB Music Program – there are two levels to this program, SL and HL.  All sophomores who will be in IB and taking the music program need to see Mr. Holt to discuss which program will best fit them.  

Ms. Wine talked about the upcoming UIL contests and encouraged all parents to come and see both the pre-UIL contest this Thursday and the UIL contest in April.  Parent volunteers are needed for stage logistics and the sight-reading room on Thursday evening between 6:00 and 8:30 p.m.  Please send Ms. Wine an email if you are able to help.  The third band will have their UIL contest on April 15 at Seguin High School and the second and first bands will have their UIL contest on April 16 or 17 at Haltom High School.  No times are known yet for the contests but once the times and dates are known, the information will be posted on the website.   There will not be anything held on April 19 as was originally noted on the band calendar.  The spring concert will be held on April 24.

Mr. Thomas talked about the Mountasia social event on Friday and that it should be a good time for all the bands to interact together again.  Color guard auditions are this Friday afternoon and Saturday morning at Hurst Junior High.  Thank you to everyone involved in the Night of Drumming. It was very successful and had a ballpark profit of $3,800.  

Mr. Earnhart said that the rings should come around the third week of April.  He has talked to Mr. Bannister and some of the HEBISD board members about things that can be done to continue to assess student achievement.  There are things like the Rose Bowl Parade, Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade, Disney World, etc. but these trips are very expensive.  In order to make sure that student achievement is balanced, things are being put in place to make sure that the music is achieved at a higher level.  At the end of January or early February, a concert band weekend will be implemented, which would work like an honor band weekend.  It is going to be a fun event and will include band parent activities and student leadership activities.  There will also be a reinstatement of the top band spring trip.  Top band will be a flagship, elite-performing ensemble. 

The marching season for next year will begin on August 6 with summer band camp.  Since BOA Arlington is earlier this year and we will most likely not be ready, we will not be going.  We will be going to BOA Houston on October 11 and will hope for a late afternoon draw time.  The UIL region competition will be around the third week of October and the area competition will be about a week later, both will possibly be at Pennington Field.  We will be going to BOA San Antonio on November 1 and hopefully back to San Antonio the Tuesday following for the State Marching contest.  We will also be returning to the Grand National Championships in Indianapolis (Nov. 13-15), pending board approval.  Band fees are anticipated to be about the same as they were this year.  A handout was available for Grand National Championship finals group tickets being purchased but this will be tabled until the next board meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

