L.D. BELL BAND BOOSTERS
Minutes from April 22, 2008 Meeting

The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. with a welcome by Mr. Earnhart.  Band President Mark Schwobel welcomed everyone and began the meeting by passing around sign-up sheets for June Camp chaperones, truck drivers and certified medical professionals.  The minutes from the March 25, 2008 meeting were approved.  

Augie Goerner gave the treasurer’s report.  The 2008-2009 fee schedule is in the handouts and the packets for all students.  Any student with a credit balance on their student account will have that amount transferred to their account for next school year.  Cookbooks and pancake breakfast tickets are being sold in the back of the room.  They still have Grand Nationals posters for sale – all proceeds will go towards purchasing a replica trophy to keep in the band hall.  

Unfinished Business:

· Election of the 2008-2009 Band Booster Officers will be voted on at the June 3 meeting.  The Nominating Committee has slated the following candidates:  Mark Schwobel, President; Sherrie Cyrier as Vice President; Micki Blume as Secretary; Barbara Hoover as Treasurer; V’Ann Giuffre as Assistant Treasurer and Jodie James as Treasurer-in-Training.

New Business:
· Incoming sophomore parents – communication is very important.  A lot of information is in the packet that can be picked up beginning this evening and important information is posted on the website:  http://www.ldbellband.org/info.  The sophomore liaisons are Leisha Dupree and Wendy Sloan.

· Grand National Ticket Group Buy – Haila Cavanagh briefly discussed the hand-out about the group buy of tickets for finals at Grand Nationals.  If you have any questions, please contact her at haila15@tx.rr.com 

· All formal band photos taken for the yearbook will be taken off E & E Photography’s website by the end of May.  If you want to order any photos, please do so by May 31.  E & E’s website is http://www.eandephoto.com.

Chairperson Reports:

· Cookbook Fundraiser:  (Melanie Schooler) The cookbooks are $12.00 and make great gifts.  They will be sold every Wednesday after school and $5.00 of each book sold will be credited to the student’s account.  

· Spirit Wear: (Stacy Hart) The BOA Grand National Championship patches are $3.00. They have a few other new items, for example a white L.D. Bell Blue Raider Band t-shirt for practice available for $10.00.  They will have some items available at the spring concert.

· Pancake Breakfast:  (Mike Hamilton) Will be on May 3 from 7:30 to 10:00 a.m. at Applebee’s (Rufe Snow and 820).  Tickets are $5.00 and will include pancakes, sausage and a drink.  All tickets sold in advance will have $2.50 credited to the student’s account.  Tickets sold at the door will NOT be credited to anyone’s account.

· Dallas Passbooks:  (Sherrie Cyrier) We are having a close-out sale on last year’s Dallas passbooks – they are still good until November 2008.  There are 12 left at a cost of $10.

· Pizza Feast: (Sharon Dowdy and Sandy Hill) They are on their 4th and 3rd years of chairing the Pizza Feast and they need a “team-in-training” to take learn how to take over for the next school year.  Please contact them if you’re interested.

· Color Guard:  (Nancy Brahm)  Flag sewing parties will begin in September.  You don’t need to know how to sew.  A sophomore or junior parent is needed to “chair” the sewing parties.  We save a great deal of money and have greater creativity in our end product by making the flags ourselves.  

· Hospitality:  (Mark Schwobel)  Donations of cookies and liters of soft drinks are needed for the reception after the spring band concert on Thursday, April 24.

Band Director Reports:

Ms. Wine conducts the second band during concert season and teaches beginner classes at two of the junior high schools.    

Mr. Thomas is the director of the third band in concert season and is also the percussion instructor.  Percussion specific auditions are going on now.  Information on dates and times are on the website.

Mr. Holt is the fourth band director in concert season and is also the IB Music Theory instructor.  In addition, he also conducts the jazz band.  The jazz band meets only during the second trimester and entry is by audition only.  More information on jazz band auditions will be available in late September or early October.  Mr. Holt also facilitates all band emails.  If you are not getting any of the Band News emails, please send Mr. Holt your email address and he’ll add you to the list. 

Mr. Earnhart:  Everything you need to know about the L.D. Bell Band program is in your packet.  Concert band auditions for the 2008-2009 school year will be held on May 15.  There will be about 300 students in band and they will be placed in bands one through four.  Everyone who auditions is in band.  Everything that students will need to know to practice over the summer for marching auditions will be taught to them during June camp.  When summer band camp begins August 4, marching band auditions will be held.  About 7% of the students won’t have marching spots but they will have other key duties. 

Grand Nationals information is in the packet.  We are the first band in Texas under the eight-hour UIL rule to win the Grand National Championship.  The odds are stacked against us for repeating as National Champions.   The BOA circuit is a healthy competition environment and so that is why we will continue to participate.  We will also participate in UIL and this is a state year for 5A schools.  There is no guarantee that we will make it to state.  The marching band competitive environment enables student achievement and growth.  They ask that all students give the marching band program 12 weeks and if they don’t like it after 12 weeks, students can ask for a schedule change.  

The first band will be going on a spring trip.  The first band will be an elite-performing ensemble. If students participate in band all six years of junior high and school and never make first band, when the student is a senior, they will have the opportunity to go on the first band trip.  The fee schedule does not apply to the spring trip so an extra $250 will be needed from students attending the spring trip.  We will also have a spring concert band weekend to facilitate social and musical development.  The statement of intent that is included in the band packet needs to be turned in by June 4 with the first fee payment.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
