L. D. Bell Band Boosters

Newsletter
August 22, 2005

Annual Fund
 Thanks to the generous supporters of the LD Bell band over $5,000 has been contributed to the Annual Fund!  If you contributed $50 or more, please see Karen Stanfield after the meeting to pick up your 2005 - 2006 supporter sign.  We will continue to seek supporters throughout the year so be sure to check out the sponsor page on our website to see who has joined our team.  Don't forget when you see the LD Bell Band Supporter sign to thank that business for their support.    
PASSBOOK FUNDRAISER (Dallas and Fort Worth Books Available)

Total Passbooks Ordered this year: 2000. which is 300 more than we sold last year. If we can sell the remaining books it will generate $3,750.00 additional funds for our band students towards their band fees. 

Total Passbooks Currently Checked Out: 1720 approx.

Total Passbooks Remaining to be sold: 280 approx.

Passbook Cost: $25.00 each…each student must sell 3 books each. After the sale of the first 5 books, each student will receive a credit of $12.50 per book sold to be applied towards their band fees.  

Note: The cost of the Passbook was raised this year by the Passbook Distribution Company. 

Here are the remaining dates and times Passbooks are available for pick up:

Sat., Aug. 20th
1-1:30 PM

Additional Passbook Pick Up (Penn)

Wed., Aug. 24th
7:45-8:45 AM

During band bee collection time (Bell)

Wed., Aug. 31st
4-4:30 PM

Additional Passbook Pick Up (Bell)

Wed., Sept. 7th
4-4:30 PM

Additional Passbook Pick Up (Bell)

Wed., Sept. 14th
4-4:30 PM

DEADLINE FOR PASSBOOK 





CHECKOUT (Bell)

Wed., Sept. 21st
7:45-8:45 AM

ALL PASSBOOK FEES DUE! (Bell) 

In the event you need passbooks prior to the regularly scheduled distribution date, please contact Kathy Russell at (817) 521-3057 or by email CNK100485@AOL.COM to arrange a time to pick up the additional books needed. See website for instructions for Out of Area Passbook orders. IMPORTANT NOTE: Any fees collected for Passbooks thus far can be turned in on the next scheduled fee collection date on Wed., Aug 24th  or on the final passbook fee collection date on Wed., Sept. 21st. 
L.D. Bell Band Restaurant Nights Calendar

Tuesday, August 23rd
      ????????

Carvel (Tentative)



Saturday, August 27th
   *11:00 a.m.*

Super Suppers Private Party

Tuesday, August 30th 
4:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Red Robin (by N.E. Mall)

Tuesday, September 6th
4:00 to Midnight

Papa John’s Pizza

Sunday, September 11th 
4:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Hoffbrau Steakhouse

Sunday, September 18th 
11a.m. to 10 p.m.

Boston Market

Tuesday, September 20th 
    *7:00 p.m.*

Super Suppers Private Party

Monday, September 26th 
4:30 to 9:00 p.m.

CiCi’s Pizza (Bedford)

Monday, October 3rd 
4:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Wild Bill’s Restaurant

Wednesday, October 12th 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Chick-Fil-A (Hurst)

Tuesday, October 18th
5:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Fuddrucker’s

Monday, October 24th
5:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Mexican Inn

We offer a variety of weeknights & a variety of restaurants; all we need now is YOU!

Donations range anywhere from 10% to 30%.

*************************

OVER $700 has been earned since we began the program a month ago!!

******************************

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
to Spring Creek Bar-B-Que in Bedford (also the owners of Mexican Inn).

We were scheduled for a Restaurant Night this Tuesday, when they discovered they had accidentally doubled-booked us with another group.

They are donating $500 to the L.D. Bell Band and have re-scheduled with us for another night in November.

They are going above and beyond our top donors percentage wise, so let’s be sure we have a strong show of support on our Spring Creek and Mexican Inn Restaurant Nights.
We currently have 85 names on the Friends and Family E-mail List, which have been turned in by a total of only 10 people in the band.  Please send any email addresses that you would like to add to the list to txsandygirl@comcast.net.  Be sure to explain the program to your friend or family member and get their permission to add them to the list.  They will not receive any other e-mail from the band other than Restaurant Night Information.  Any questions?  You may call me at (817) 485-7887or email at txsandygirl@comcast.net

March-a-thon  Fundraiser

The 13th annual March-a-thon will be a 10K march through Hurst and Bedford 
on Saturday September 17.  The March-a-thon starts and stops at L.D. Bell 
High School.  We will start at 8:00 and finish around 2:30 or 3:00.  Packets 
with pledge information will be handed out to the students the week of 
September 5.

Contest Fundraisers
September 24 - HEB Drumline Contest
October 1 - HEB Marching Competition
Please sign up to volunteer for these two events.  We need people to staff the competitions in all areas for 4 hour shifts.  Can't be there that day?  We have lots of things to do to prepare for the day.  Questions?  Contact Karen Stanfield 817-285-8304 or Brenda Hardeman 817-428-5116.
Test Drive Fundraiser

September 30, 2005 we will sponsor another test drive to raise money for the band.  Meredith Jeppson is organizing this event and will need everyone to sign up to test drive a new car!
Chick-Fil-A Lunch Sales
Throughout the school year, Chick-Fil-A will be at Bell every other Tuesday to sell Chick-Fil-A sandwiches to our students during lunch.  Chick-Fil-A will provide sandwiches only (no waffle fries, no sides, etc) to us @ $2.00 each.  We will sell for $3.00.  Typically about 250 are sold during lunch.  

The Band and Hockey teams will alternate Tuesdays, with the Band’s first Chick-Fil-A lunch being September 13th, and then every 4th Tuesday.  Flyers will be placed in the school, and a reminder email sent out the day before.  Two-three parent volunteers will be needed.  If available, please contact Rita Young at 817-285-7817.

This is possible thanks to the Chick-Fil-A on Grapevine Hwy in Hurst, and Rhonda Richardson, a Bell graduate.
Schoolpop Fundraiser (Shopping Online)
[image: image1.png]



Working with Schoolpop is easy. You (as a supporter) don't need to purchase anything you wouldn't normally buy. Just shop from a Schoolpop partner merchant. There are hundreds of name brand merchants. These merchants are committed to helping your communities by contributing a percentage of your purchases to the school or non-profit of your choice. There is no extra cost to you! 

Here are the different ways to shop: 

Online Shopping: Start shopping at www.schoolpop.com and see the special merchant deals. When you click on a merchant link, you are taken to the merchant's website and the resulting purchase automatically contributes to your school. [Don't forget to download the shopping buddy so even if you forget to start shopping at www.schoolpop.com, the buddy will remind you!] 

Offline: There are two ways to shop offline and still contribute to your school or nonprofit. 

1. Register your existing credit cards with our secure registration. Then shop from our catalog and store merchants. 

2. Buy gift cards & certificates from Schoolpop's "Scrip & Earn" site and then redeem them for your purchase. 

Educational & Family media: Shop direct from Schoolpop for educational and family media products. Not only will you get the best prices but a huge percentage is contributed to your school or nonprofit. 

Schoolpop Credit Card: Enroll and use the Schoolpop Visa card. Any purchase you make from anywhere including the online and offline shopping mentioned above will contribute an extra 1% to your school or nonprofit. 

All contributions are sent quarterly on behalf of you (unless you would like to stay anonymous) to your school or nonprofit. 

What's in it for you?  When you join Schoolpop you: 

· Get special deals only offered to Schoolpop members! 

· Support your school or non-profit at no extra cost to you! 

· Shop for everyday items whenever you want, wherever you want all year-round! 

· Make a difference in your community! 

What's in it for your School or Nonprofit?  If you are a school or other nonprofit you: 

· Don't have to ask parents and supporters to spend money on overpriced stuff they don't want or need in order to help the cause. 

· Have access to great products and special offers. 

· Enjoy Hassle-free administration 

· Find a one-stop-shop for a variety of programs earning $1000's all year round 

· Get free marketing support with materials personalized to your school 

· Can call your own dedicated Schoolpop account manager 

· Are eligible for Schoolpop's revenue guarantee 

Make your everyday purchases help your school or nonprofit - Everyday! Start now, with three easy steps: website: www.schoolpop.com: 

1. Join:  Simply fill out the step by step form, and start helping today!   Choose "Supporters" and follow the steps --keep in mind that our organization number is: 0619562
2. Shop: Shop online or offline year-round with Schoolpop's hassle-free programs. Hundreds of name brands to choose from! 
3. Earn:Everyday purchases help your school or nonprofit - at no extra cost to you! 
Join Schoolpop's Year-Round School Support Program
Today!
ALBERTSONS COMMUNITY PARTNERS CARD

We are still waiting for Albertson’s to assign the band a new account number.  Information will follow via email, as soon as I have it.

TOM THUMB REWARD CARD / BELL BAND ACCOUNT

If you already have a Tom Thumb Reward Card:

· Fill in your Reward Card # in the Good Neighbor Program Application

on the next page

· Sign and Date the form

· You may delete a school that has been previously attached to your card, by

filling in their GNP number in the box on the right hand side. (i.e. Junior High/Elementary), OR you may split your contribution between two schools by adding the other school’s GNP Charity # in the #2 spot under “Charity to be added to your card:”

· If you are not sure if your card has already been attached to the L.D. Bell Band

or not, fill it out again anyways, just in case.  (I recently found out, through

researching this, that my card was never attached to my child’s elementary

school seven years ago even though I filled out the necessary paperwork

· Turn it in to the Tom Thumb Customer Service Center, or you may turn it back in to Sandy Hill after tonight’s meeting

· Have Tom Thumb scan your Reward Card every time you shop!

· 1% per quarter of grocery & pharmacy purchases are donated back to the band

If you do not have a Tom Thumb Reward Card:

· Go to the Tom Thumb Customer Service Desk and request a Reward Card



Application (they will assign you a Reward Card # at that time)

· Write your new Reward Card Number on the Good Neighbor Program Application included in this packet, sign and date it, and turn it in along with


      your Reward Card Application

· Have Tom Thumb scan your Reward Card every time you shop

· 1% per quarter of grocery & pharmacy purchases are donated back to the band

Spiritwear!
We have new items available, and more on order.  Current items available include navy Mens golf shirts, white t-shirts, navy caps, and white visors.  Items expected to arrive in time for the first football game include “Lance Armstrong” bracelets (white with “Blue Raider Band” in royal blue), navy cheer shorts with LD Bell Blue Raider Band, black cheer shorts with LD Bell Colorguard, baseball shirts, and denim shirts.  

Pre-orders for jackets with the LD Bell Blue Raider Band logo will be taken through September 13th.  These lined “team” jackets will be perfect for November weather in Indianapolis, as well as cool football evenings in Texas.  The cost will be $38.00 (slightly higher for larger sizes).   Payment will need to be made at time of ordering.  A sample jacket will be available at the parent meeting, or by contacting Peggy Jernigan or Rita Young .We still have a few discounted items available from previous years.  Check out the website for photos of Spiritwear!
Uniform Repair and Cleaning
Cost Cutter Cleaners at 1220 Airport Freeway (between the Albertson’s and Subway at Bedford Road and Hwy 183) will continue to give the band a special rate on dry cleaning.  They will charge $1.40 for one piece and $2.80 for 2 pieces.  Uniforms must be cleaned after each performance in accordance with the care instructions posted on the website.  Moms will be at the band hall to do repairs Weds. morning (during class) and Thurs. afternoon (after school) this week.  Parents please inspect your student’s jacket.  Please bring in jackets with zipper problems and button problems.  Problems with loose snaps can be taken care of at home. The hemming instructions are on the website with pictures to show what the pants should look like.
 Sodas Needed!!
We've got to keep our kids running and nothing does it like a good old-fashioned Coke!  Actually, it's not a healthy part of the food pyramid, so it won't keep them running, but it will help refresh them. 
 
Parents provide a drink for every band student at each away game.  Thus, we are asking band parents to donate sodas (any name-brand kind, not store brand) so the band doesn't have to incur the cost. You may send them with your child to be stored in the music library.  An email will go out periodically as more drinks are needed. If you don't have e-mail, please know that your donations are needed as well whenever you are able. If all of us remember to buy extra when we see them on sale, and then send them to the band hall, we should stay in good supply. If you have any questions, please call Maria Adams at (817) 284-1696 or Brenda Hardeman at (817) 428-5116.
Thank you!!

Policy on refunds of band payments:

As detailed in the Statement of Intent signed by all band and guard members, due to the nature of pre-paid operations there can be no refunds or payments already made due to ineligibility, change in participation or change of schedule.  Payments of fees for band operations will not be refunded.  All payments for a given year will first be applied to fees for band operations then to trip expenses.  For students withdrawing prior to the start of the school year, any fees paid that are attributable to trip expenses may be refunded only if the band is able to recover the expense from the travel company.  After the first day of school there will be no refunds of fees for band operations or trip expenses.

Due to IRS regulations we will not refund proceeds of fundraisers credited to a student's account.

Any student with a credit balance at the end of the year may carry the balance over to the following school year for that student or a sibling of the student.  No refunds will be made of credit balances.

Policy on Band Booster Expenditures:
 All contracts involving the L. D. Bell Band Boosters must be signed by an officer or Band Director.  Officers are responsible for informing and getting consensus from the other officers and Band Directors before signing any agreement.  This policy would include but is not limited to any agreements regarding fundraisers, yearbook publishing or purchase of equipment.
 

All expenditures on behalf of the L. D. Bell Band Boosters should be budgeted items unless there are special circumstances that are approved by the Head Band Director, the Treasurer and one other officer.
Any anticipated expense by committee chairperson, as listed on the website, in excess of $100 must be approved by an officer, after communication to the other officers and Directors, prior to purchase or agreement to purchase any items.  Chairpersons and Officers are responsible for verifying all expenditures are within the budget guidelines.
 

All other expenditures on behalf of the L. D. Bell Band Boosters must be approved in advance by a Band Director, officer or chairperson prior to making or agreeing to the expenditure.  These expenditures are also subject to the $100 rule specified above.
 

The L. D. Bell Band Boosters are not responsible for reimbursement of any expenditures that are not properly approved in advance in accordance with the above policy.
Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) Information

We invite you to join Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) and become a youth volunteer.  Everyone who volunteers must fill out a background check form - this is done to ensure safety of all students.  Once the district approves the background check, you will be notified of your volunteer ID and the initial password for the VIPS tool.

The hours worked by every volunteer should be accumulated and reported to the communications Department by the 5th of the following month.  Volunteer hours are counted as the actual time spent on an activity including travel time to and from the activity.  This would include band meetings, chaperoning, sewing flags, telephone calling, emailing parents (or friends and family of band events) or band booster officers or chairpersons, web-mastering, just to mention a few.  Donation of purchased items (cookies, office supplies, etc.) should be recorded and reported along with volunteer hours.  For every $5.00 donated, you accumulate 1 volunteer hour.  Don’t forget to include the time to and from the grocery store and delivering your items to the band hall as volunteer time as well.  If you make the items (cookies, cakes, etc.), you would count the time that it took you to make the donated goodie. (  You may also log the time that it takes you to log the time.  

We are in year 2 of our present 5 year goal.  The district has adopted 350,000 hours for the “volunteer hours” goal.  There were 320,000 hours reported to the VIPS tool in 2004.  Please do not think that your volunteer hours do not matter.  The district has 5 “Core Messages” that align with its vision, mission and goals. The Board of Trustees adopted these messages January 18, 2005.  They are:  1.) Students are responsible for their own learning.  2.) Quality teachers and effective schools are essential to students' learning.  3.) Parents and patrons are vital partners in the educational process.  4.) A safe environment for every student and employee is a prerequisite to learning.  5.) Decisions and actions, at all levels, focus on and support effective student learning.  In 2004, the district won the “Outstanding Parent Involvement Award” from the Texas Association of Partners in Education and in 2003 won the “Golden Achievement Award” from the National School Public Relations Association. These annual awards are presented in recognition of "exemplary public relations activity."  There are so many ways that we can help the district meet its goals if we log our volunteer hours.     

How to log your volunteer hours:

To begin logging your hours, you may access the band website at http://www.ldbellband.org/info/ and scroll down the right side of the page to the box that indicates “Volunteer Hours - Parents, please log your volunteer hours with the band here” or you may access the website by going to www.hebisd.edu , Click on “School Relations”, and then click on “Log Volunteer Hours”.  Once you have reached the “User Log-In Screen”, key the User ID# and password given to you.  If you need more detailed instructions (with pictures), please look for the Volunteer Guide on the User Log-In Screen.  

If you have turned in your volunteer application and have not received your volunteer ID and password, please contact me so that I can check on it for you.  If you have any questions regarding the program, please let me know.  If you have not completed a volunteer form, please take the opportunity to do so now.  You may access the form online at http://www.hebisd.edu/ , print the form, adding your email address and send it in to the district office for processing.   Questions?  Call MaryLouise Miller at 817-285-9572 or email at mlmiller_1999@yahoo.com.
