L. D. Bell Band Boosters

Newsletter

August 22, 2006

Annual Fund
 Thank you to everyone for supporting the Blue Raider Band Annual Fund.  We have had a successful fund drive, but we can always use your support.  While the cut-off date for the football program has passed, we can always accept donations.  Donation forms and information letters about the band are still available on the band website.  

 

Annual fund signs for those who have already become sponsors are available at the meeting tonight.  It will save the band mail and delivery charges if you can pick them up here.  Thanks again for your support. 

 LaDonna Schwobel, Annual Fund Chairman

Thank you to our 2006-07 Annual Fund Sponsors

Platinum Sponsorship

1. Bell Helicopter a Textron Company

2. The Birdsong Group, Inc. Ft Worth Foundation Repair

3. Chick-fil-a on Grapevine Highway

4. CiCi’s Pizza of Hurst

5. Mr. C’s Ace Hardware

6. Marc Dodd, Real Estate Inspector TREC No. 6148

7. The Mairena Family and Cuevas Adamson

8. Ozarka

9. Jim Schooler of Advanced Planning, Inc.

10. Anonymous Donor

Gold Sponsorship

1. Family of Sean Adler

2. Mark and Sherrie Cyrier

3. Fort Worth Community Credit Union

4. Augie and Mary Goerner

5. Harris Manufacturing Co., Inc.

6. Stacy and Vicky Hart

7. Plaza Medical Center of Fort Worth

Silver Sponsorship

1. Advanced Air Conditioning & Heating Co., Inc.

2. Kerry and Ricky Balthrop

3. Kennard and Joyce Britton

4. Tom and Patricia Clemmer

5. Arnold and Marcia Cole

6. Jeremy and Gwendolyn Earnhart

7. Kendall and Mary Jo Kuskie

8. Jim and Tammy Lieber

9. Eric Lyles

10. Ralph and Melinda Manoushagian

11. Marty and Stephanie Pritchett

12. John, Nora, & Lisa Reeder

13. David and Allison Schoening

Bronze Sponsorship

1. Associates in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

2. J. Daniel Beluska

3. The Bumgardner Family

4. First Donut

5. Bob and Julie Freeman

6. Susan and Tom Greenwood

7. Gene and Patty Gurley

8. Nanette Hawthorne

9. Alan and Barbara Hoover

10. City of Hurst

11. The Lind Family – John, Paula, Bethany & Jessica

12. Gary and Lora Lynch

13. Mini S Exotic Pets, LLC

14. Moore Orthodontics

15. David Park

16. Dr. Kim and Michelle Smith

17. Len and Carole Schwobel

18. Mark and LaDonna Schwobel

19. The Shahkarami Family

20. Gary and Michelle Springer

21. In Honor of Rancie and Jeanine Strawser

22. Betty Tarbet

23. Troy and Terri Trammell

24. The Family of Eddie Turner

25. Mike and Diane Umphress

26. Steve and Linda Van Oss

27. Dr. Sarah Webb

28. Greg Wied, D.V.M., Mayfair Village Animal Hospital

29. Anonymous Donor

Friends of Bell Band

1. Pat Collins

2. Stephen and Vickie Reynolds

3. Yap Family

Student Account Information is Now Online

Online access to student accounts is now available to all parents/students. You will need your student's account ID and password in order to access the "Charms Music Office Assistant" via the web at http://www.charmsmusic.com. Email Donna French at frenchdm@charter.net for instructions and account ID/password information.  Once you have access, please check your account. If you notice any discrepancies, please email Kerry Balthrop (BalthropBand@comcast.net) or Donna French (frenchdm@charter.net). The receipt books and deposit records are the ultimate authority for student account balances.  Please keep in mind that Charms data is updated in batches, so it may not always reflect your most recent payment or fundraiser action. We will keep the information as current as we can.

March-a-Thon

The 14th annual March-a-thon will be a 10K march through Hurst on Saturday September 16.  The March-a-thon starts and stops at Hurst Junior High School, located at 500 Harmon Rd. in Hurst.  We will start at 8:00 and finish around 2:00.  Packets with pledge information will be handed out to the students on Wednesday, August 30.  Volunteers are needed to walk the route with the band, to donate lunch items, to assist with setting up, serving and cleaning up at lunch as well as at water breaks.  To volunteer your help or for more information, call Mary Kay Quinn 817-581-0084.

Spiritwear!
Show shirts are expected to arrive soon.  Each band student will be given a show shirt.  Additional shirts for parents, friends, and siblings will be available at $15.00 each.  We plan to have these available for purchase at a Pennington practice prior to the first football game.  Watch your email and the website for details.

We have new items available, along with some classic ones, and more on the way.  Many of these items are available for purchase at the Spiritwear table before and after band booster meetings.  They will also be available at home football games, just prior to the game and during the first quarter.  We will be taking orders for women and men’s denim shirts, long-sleeved t-shirts, fleece blankets, and stadium seats.  Stop by the Spiritwear table to see samples and to pickup order forms.

Pre-orders for jackets with the LD Bell Blue Raider Band logo will be taken through September 30th.  This will be the same jacket that was available last year.  The cost will be $40.00 (slightly higher for larger sizes).   Payment will need to be made at time of ordering, and delivery is expected mid-October.  A sample jacket will be available at the Spiritwear table, or by contacting Peggy or Rita.  (Orders will still be accepted at the September band booster meeting.)

Questions?  Contact Peggy Jernigan  817-685-8615  jernigans@sbcglobal.net  or  Rita Young 817-285-7817  ritayoung@charter.net
LD BELL BAND RESTAURANT NIGHTS CALENDAR
 TUESDAY AUGUST 29TH 5 TO 10PM RED ROBIN (BY NE MALL) 10%

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 11 AM TO 9PM PETE’S CHICKEN-EULESS 10%

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH 4 TO MIDNIGHT PAPA JOHN'S PIZZA 15%

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 21ST 5 TO 9PM COLTER'S BBQ 10%

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 26TH 5 TO 9PM WILD BILL'S 20%

 

Many more to come!!!!

 

If you would like to add your friends and family to the "Restaurant Nights" email list simply email me at dfeos@sbcglobal.net with the email addresses you wish to add.  Be sure to explain the program to your friends and family members and get their permission to add them to the list.  They will not receive any other emails from the band other than the restaurant night information.  Any questions you may call me (Dana) at 817-284-3671 or 214-356-6839 or email me at dfeos@sbcglobqal.net.

WE HAVE KROGER REWARD CARDS AVAILABLE AS WELL AS APPLICATIONS FOR ALBERTSON'S AND TOM THUMB CARDS.

L.D. Bell Band Flag Construction Schedule

We would love to have your help making the flags for the 2006-07 show. Your help is appreciated even if you can come for an hour and you will feel like you are a part of the show when you see the flags out on the field!


August
Mon. 21, Wed. 23. Sat. 26

Tue. 29,  Thu. 31,

September
Tue. 5, Thu. 7, Sat. 9

Tue. 12, Thu. 14

Wed. 20, Thu. 21, Sat. 23

Tue. 26, Thu. 28, Sat. 30

During the week flag construction is from 6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. and on Saturdays from 9:00a.m to 2:00p.m.  Sewing is either in the band hall or directly north of the band hall in the “black box”.

Tasks include cutting, ironing, pinning, sewing, folding, and other general doing.  NO SKILLS REQUIRED!!!
Test Drive Fundraiser

October 9, 2006

4:30-7:30PM

We will be sponsoring another test drive to raise money for the band.  Test drive is a fundraiser offered by Alan Samuel’s Chrysler/Dodge. This year the dealership will try to bring up to 5 vehicles, and the band will receive $5 for every person that test drives or rides in the car when someone else test drives. Anyone 16 years or older, with a valid drivers license can participate. It will be held from 4:30-7:30 at Bell High School. Mary Jo and Kendall Kuskie are coordinating this event. 

Craft Fair

Shila Yeats needs two volunteers to help with the Band booth at the L. D. Bell Craft Fair in early December.  If you are interested please contact her at 817-800-0259 (cell).
Reserved Seating Ticket for BOA San Antonio

The Bands of America Super Regional will be in San Antonio on Saturday November 4th.  This year they are selling both reserved ($24) and general admission($20) seating for the Finals.  If you have never been, it's a mad rush when the doors open to get a decent general admission seat.  

 I will collect money this week ONLY for reserved seating ($24) for anyone who would like to sit in a group.  BOA recommends that large groups order early so I will place the order on Saturday August 26th.  I will collect the money at the band parent meeting on Tuesday August 22nd or you can mail a check made payable to Kerrin Parris. 

This is not the same as the money I previously collected for BOA Grand Nationals in Indianapolis the following Saturday.   The reserved group seating is purely optional, and anyone can get their own tickets either through Ticketmaster or at the door the day of the event.  I will not order the prelims tickets since there is no advantage in getting general admission tickets early.   Even though I will place the order this week, I will not receive the tickets until mid to late October.   Kerrin Parris, 933 Ascension Drive, Hurst, TX  76053      phone:  817-590-0188
Volunteer Medical Professionals

On occasion students become sick or injured during band activities.  At Bell there is a school nurse to assist them, and at football games there are trainers and ambulance crews on the field.  When the band is on a trip however, and during variety of other events, these resources are not available and it is the band directors’ responsibility to see that the child receives the appropriate care.  

We would like to identify parents that are medical professionals, who would be willing to assist the band director in assessing sick and injured students and determining the appropriate treatment for the child.  These parents would simple function within the bounds of the “Good Samaritan Law”, strictly comply with HIPPA requirements, and confer with the directors so they can fulfill their duties under HEBISD policy.  

In order to volunteer as a resource for the directors you will need to provide your name, credential (e.g. EMT, RN, MD), cell phone number and identify the event(s) you will be attending.  If an incident occurs, a director would simply call your cell and ask you to come to where the student is located to assist them.  A sign up sheet is being passed around at the August 22, 2006 parent meeting.  If you missed the sign up sheet you may contact Marc Dodd at Marcd@plano.gov.
Band Aids

The band is looking for junior high band students who would like to help the band during football games this fall.  The students get to ride the bus to the game with the band and help with various tasks throughout the game.  Further information is posted on the website. www.ldbellband.org
Uniform Repair and Cleaning

Cost Cutter Cleaners at 1220 Airport Freeway (between the Albertson’s and Subway at Bedford Road and Hwy 183) will continue to give the band a special rate on dry cleaning.  They will charge $1.50 /piece.  Uniforms must be cleaned after each performance in accordance with the care instructions posted on the website.  Moms will be at the band hall to do repairs prior to football games.  Parents please inspect your student’s uniform.  The uniform moms can help with zipper problems and button problems.  Problems with loose snaps can be taken care of at home. The hemming instructions are on the website with pictures to show what the pants should look like.
Policy on Band Booster Expenditures:
 All contracts involving the L. D. Bell Band Boosters must be signed by an officer or Band Director.  Officers are responsible for informing and getting consensus from the other officers and Band Directors before signing any agreement.  This policy would include but is not limited to any agreements regarding fundraisers, yearbook publishing or purchase of equipment.
 

All expenditures on behalf of the L. D. Bell Band Boosters should be budgeted items unless there are special circumstances that are approved by the Head Band Director, the Treasurer and one other officer.
Any anticipated expense by committee chairperson, as listed on the website, in excess of $100 must be approved by an officer, after communication to the other officers and Directors, prior to purchase or agreement to purchase any items.  Chairpersons and Officers are responsible for verifying all expenditures are within the budget guidelines.
 

All other expenditures on behalf of the L. D. Bell Band Boosters must be approved in advance by a Band Director, officer or chairperson prior to making or agreeing to the expenditure.  These expenditures are also subject to the $100 rule specified above.
 

The L. D. Bell Band Boosters are not responsible for reimbursement of any expenditures that are not properly approved in advance in accordance with the above policy.
Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) Information 

We invite you to join Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) and become a youth volunteer. Everyone who volunteers must complete a background check form - this is done to ensure safety of all students.  We now have great news to share about the volunteer background check.  It is now available on-line.  No need to complete the paper forms any longer.  You can apply as a new volunteer or renew your current application.  Simply go to the band website and click on the “Volunteer Hours -Parents, please log your volunteer hours with the band here” link.  This will take you to the "VIPS" (Volunteers In Public Schools) Log In page.  Then, click on the “New Volunteers: Click Here to Get Started!”  or “Existing Volunteers: Please log in and renew your background check from the volunteer page”.  A new window will open and the instructions are there.  If you are a returning volunteer, (please log in so that you will know if your background check has expired) when you log in, your information will pop up and it will ask you to verify the information.  Click on your name and complete all the information, INCLUDING your email address.  It should then respond to you with information regarding your enrollment.  If you are a new volunteer, complete the online form and once the district approves the background check, you will be notified of your volunteer ID and the initial password for the VIPS tool.

WHY SHOULD I LOG MY HOURS?

We are in year 3 of our present 5 year goal. The district has adopted 425,000 hours for the “volunteer hours” goal. There were 406,618 hours reported to the VIPS tool in 2006. Please do not think that your volunteer hours do not matter. The district has 5 “Core Messages” that align with its vision, mission and goals. The Board of Trustees adopted these messages January 18, 2005. They are: 1.) Students are responsible for their own learning. 2.) Quality teachers and effective schools are essential to students' learning. 3.) Parents and patrons are vital partners in the educational process. 4.) A safe environment for every student and employee is a prerequisite to learning. 5.) Decisions and actions, at all levels, focus on and support effective student learning. L. D. Bell has recently won the “Golden Apple Award” (for the school with the most volunteer hours).  In 2005, the district won the “Outstanding Parent Involvement Award” from the Texas Association of Partners in Education, the “Golden Apple Award” and in 2003 won the “Golden Achievement Award” from the National School Public Relations Association. These annual awards are presented in recognition of "exemplary public relations activity." There are so many ways that we can help the district meet its goals if we log our volunteer hours. 

How to log your volunteer hours: 

The hours worked by every volunteer should be accumulated and reported to the communications Department by the 5th of the following month. Volunteer hours are counted as the actual time spent on an activity including travel time to and from the activity. This would include band meetings, chaperoning, sewing flags, telephone calling, emailing parents (or friends and family of band events) or band booster officers or chairpersons, web-mastering, just to mention a few.  Don’t forget to include the time to and from the grocery store and delivering your items to the band hall as volunteer time.  If you make the items (cookies, cakes, etc.), you would count the time that it took you to make the donated goodie.  You may also log the time that it takes you to log the time.  The district has provided a new radial button to choose from for donations, so this should make your donations easier to log.  Donation of purchased items (cookies, office supplies, etc.) should be recorded and reported along with volunteer hours. For every $5.00 donated, you accumulate 1 volunteer hour. 

To begin logging your hours, you may access the band website at http://www.ldbellband.org/info/ and scroll down the right side of the page to the box that indicates “Volunteer Hours - Parents, please log your volunteer hours with the band here” or you may access the website by going to http://www2.hebisd.edu/vips/ , Click on “School Relations”, and then click on “Log Volunteer Hours”. Once you have reached the “User Log-In Screen”, key the User ID# and password given to you. If you need more detailed instructions (with pictures), please look for the Volunteer Guide on the User Log-In Screen. 

If you have completed your volunteer application and have not received your volunteer ID and password, please contact me so that I can check on it for you. If you have any questions regarding the program, please let me know. If you have not completed a volunteer form, please take the opportunity to do so now. You may access the form online at  http://www2.hebisd.edu/vips/ , be sure to include your email address.  Questions? Call MaryLouise Miller at 817-285-9572 or email at mlmiller_1999@yahoo.com.

