L. D. Bell Band Boosters
General Meeting
January 24, 2006
Meeting - 7:00 P.M.
The meeting opened with the playing of the DVD produced by Darrell Fife.  This DVD was shown at the HEB ISD School Board meeting on January 17 when the School Board recognized the Bell Band and the Trinity Football team for their recent outstanding accomplishments.
The Minutes for the November 1, 2005 meeting, which were posted on the website, were approved.  
Treasurer’s Report – Kerry Balthrop gave the treasurer’s report.  Kerry has statements for each student’s account and asked that everyone please check their child’s account balance.  Next year the hope is to try to spread out the band fees so there will not be large amounts due just a few times once marching season starts.  The designation of sales tax “tax-free days” for 2005 will be September 30th, the day of the Silent Auction, and the Band Parent meeting held on November 1.
Unfinished Business –
· Sherrie Cyrier acknowledged all the “behind the scenes” volunteers for marching season.  Truck drivers, flag sewers, color guard uniform sewers and washers, bus chaperons,  plume storage builder, hospitality supply donators, hair braiders, Band Aid chaperones, Band hall chaperones, CiCi chaperones, Guard practice chaperones, Percussion practice chaperones, Grand National chaperones, uniform moms, Guard moms, videographers, and all who helped with our many fundraisers.
New Business – 
· Sherrie proposed a by-law amendment to have an Assistant to the Treasurer.  The assistant’s main responsibility will be to work on student accounts. 
      The by-laws adopted on March 21, 2005 shall be amended as follows:  

Article IV – Officers and Elections                                            
Paragraph A. amended to add:

                  5. Assistant Treasurer (may not be a HEBISD employee)
Article VI – Duties of Officers
Paragraph E added:
E.  Assistant Treasurer – Assistant Treasurer is responsible for maintaining current student account records, periodically preparing statements showing students’ account balances, and helping to monitor student fees.
· Sherrie requested volunteers to form a Nominating Committee for 2006-07 Officers – Volunteers are Rhonda Watson, Stephanie Dutton, Maria Adams, Mary Kay Quinn and Elaine Revell and alternates are Linda Hackathorn and Marci Dinser.
· A Financial Aid Committee was asked to be formed to set-up guidelines for the distribution of donations given towards student accounts in need of financial help.  Denis Quinn, Mike Hamilton and June Reese volunteered.
· Senior Scholarship Research Committee was asked to be formed to set up guidelines. D’Aun LaGrone, Shelly Hamilton and Mary Jo Kuskie will be on this committee.

· Mike Hamilton announced that Applebee’s has offered to have a Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser for the band on March 4 from 7:30-10:00 A.M.  The cost will be $5 and tickets will be sold in advance.  Proceeds will go to paying Bands of America entry fees for 2006 and the band could possibly have a second breakfast later in the spring.  Applebee’s said we could also hold a car wash at the same time.  Various suggestions were given to help promote the sale of tickets.
· A new volunteer is needed to organize the restaurant nights.  So far this has brought in approximately $2,900.
Chairperson Reports:

Sherrie asked everyone to remember to log your volunteer hours.  There is a link on the band website.  

If anyone has airline buddy passes or airline miles they are willing to donate for travel made by the band’s arranger, drill designer, etc., please let Mr. Earnhart know.
Band Directors Reports – 
Mr. Earnhart stated how the new band school year really started on January 4.  He spoke about students reaching for the higher level on their instruments.  Thirty minutes a day practice adds up.  The band directors are very proud of the 6 All-State band members.  The last time Bell had this many band members make All-State was in 1982.  Once a student makes All-State they will be All-State for life.  He was very happy to report that HEB ISD is the only school district he knows in northeast Tarrant County that has music teachers in 100% of the schools. The Ensemble Contest will be held February 24, Solo Contest on May 13, and UIL Concert competition will be the first week in April.

Mr. Ferrell spoke about the Jazz Band Concert that will be held February 3 at 7:00 P.M.   There are requesting a $3 donation at the door.  The TCU Jazz Band will be coming to perform.

Mr. Thomas is working hard with Concert Band 2 to improve scales and reinforcements.  He reminded us that all band members have sectionals and times can be checked on the band website.  Every percussionist will be performing in sectionals and they are all working on solos.  The Bell Night of Drumming will be held May 5.

Meeting adjourned 8:18 P.M.
  
