L.D. BELL BAND BOOSTERS
Minutes from June 5, 2009 Meeting

The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. with a welcome by Mr. Earnhart.  The meeting was called to order by Band President, Mark Schwobel.  Sign-up sheets were passed around for the silent auction (help with mail-out, donations and baked goods).    
Barbara Hoover gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The fee schedule for the school year is on the back of the 2009-2010 calendar.  During band meetings, they will shut down the fee collections so that the volunteers can hear what is going on at the meeting.  You may leave your check at the table (with your student’s name and grade in the memo section) and they will write receipts during the meeting, to be picked up at the end. There are three ways to pay fees:  (1) through the mail, (2) at meetings or scheduled fee collection dates and (3) via PayPal – if paying by PayPal, add the 3% charge.  DO NOT GIVE BAND DIRECTORS BAND FEE PAYMENTS.  
Unfinished Business:

· Communication with an organization of our size is very important.  Band emails are sent out as needed by Mr. Holt.  If you are not receiving the band booster emails, please email Mr. Holt at holt@ldbellband.org to make sure he gets you on the email list.  Please check the band website as it is updated often – www.ldbellband.org/info.  The sophomore liaison is Wendy Sloan and she can be reached at 817-285-9158.

New Business:

· Group buy for Finals Tickets for Grand Nationals (Jan Cook):  Forms were sent out via email through the Charms system.  If you did not receive the email, please make sure that Mr. Holt has your correct email address.  She has forms tonight to hand out to those who did not receive the email.  The form and payment must be given to her by June 20.  
Chairperson Reports:

· Annual Fund (LaDonna Schwobel) – The annual fund helps offset costs for the band and covers those costs not paid by the school district.  We get the best response if band boosters contact businesses they frequent to ask for donations to the annual fund, rather than having a generic letter sent.  A letter will be sent out to all parents soon.  Help is needed Saturday morning to stuff envelopes.  
· Discount Cards (Anne Agee) – The spring fundraiser card has been extended to the end of June.
· Chaperones (Jan Cook) – Sign-up sheets were sent out for chaperones for August band camp (during lunch) and the first two football games.  All chaperones need to be cleared through the VIPS system on the HEBISD website.
· Color Guard (Nancy Brahm) – Donations of instant ice packs and 1” sports tape would be appreciated.  
· Spirit Wear (Stacy Hart) – Cookbooks (second printing) are available at a cost of $6.00, to be sold for $12.00 (or whatever a student wants to sell them for, with the amount over $6.00 being turned in to be credited to the student’s account).  They also have yard signs, practice t-shirts and $5.00 Quest coffee mugs.   
· Uniforms (Wendy Sloan) – Junior and sophomore concert uniform turn-in will be Saturday morning.  Uniform care sheet and directions for making “fleshies” were available for pick-up.  
· Flag Sewing (Dean Coburn) – The first flag sewing will be Saturday morning beginning at 9 a.m.  
Incoming band president, Stacy Hart, reported that we need a grocery store/restaurant night chairperson.  Also, if band fees are paid in full by September 1, you will receive two free show t-shirts.  A presentation was made to thank the outgoing officers.
Band Director Reports:

Mr. Calderon:  We still need a few more truck drivers.  A sign-up sheet was sent around.  The truck drivers are responsible only for truck driving, not for unloading the trucks.  

Mr. Holt:  Make sure you are getting the band emails.  Please login to the CHARMS system (www.charmsoffice.com) and make sure your information is correct.  The password is your student’s ID number with the school district.    

Mr. Mathews:  Welcome sophomore parents.  This is an incredible place to be.  The L.D. Bell band program is well respected locally and abroad.  Be sure to ask any questions that you have.  Flag sewing and truck driving are great ways to meet people and be involved.  We will participate in UIL marching band in this non-state year in a region contest to be held at Pennington Field in October.  We will participate in three Music for All (BOA) marching contests:  Arlington, San Antonio and Indianapolis, Indiana.  Mark your calendars and start planning now if you want to attend Grand Nationals in November.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to see our students compete at that level.
Mr. Earnhart:  The percussion and winds score that they’re teaching the students now was played.  There are a few students who do not have their marching instrument but that will all be taken care of.  Some of the students may not have an instrument as “shiny” as their junior high instrument was but it will work!  The students recently received their results from the band auditions and some of the students were disappointed but the results are what they are.  
Marching auditions were discussed.  The percussion marching auditions have already occurred.  We are participating in a competitive 5A marching circuit so the auditions will be competitive.  Everyone will march the spirit show.  The students have learned what they need so they can practice over the summer.  Student-led sectionals will be held during the summer for those students who would like extra help learning to march.  Auditions will be marched to the fight song and will be held in August.  The students will receive a CD with the marching fundamentals and some MP3’s of the show to practice during the summer.  If a student doesn’t make a marching spot, it may be because they’re not ready yet.  Most students who don’t march their first year will march their second.  We have wonderful attrition numbers.  The students will receive social and musical growth and citizenship experiences through marching band, all things that they can use the rest of their lives.  The best way to contact the directors is through email.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
