L.D. BELL BAND BOOSTERS
Minutes from April 28, 2009 Meeting

The meeting began at 7:10 p.m. with a welcome by Mr. Earnhart, who will be beginning his 12th year at L.D. Bell in the fall.  The meeting was called to order by Band President, Mark Schwobel.  Welcome to all incoming sophomore parents.  Sign-up sheets were passed around for June camp chaperones for lunch from 11:30 to 1:30 each of the three days (volunteers must be cleared by VIPS), color guard sewing, water distribution, truck drivers, annual fund sign-up and hospitality committee members.  The minutes from the March 24, 2009 meeting stand as approved.  
Barbara Hoover gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The fee schedule for the 2009-2010 school year is on the back of the agenda and in the student packets that all students received.  There are three ways to pay for band fees:  on fee collection dates/band booster meetings, by sending payments through the mail and by paying with PayPal on the band website.  If paying by PayPal, please add the 3% fee that is charged to the band boosters.  For all payments made by check, please put your child’s name and grade in the memo section.  DO NOT GIVE BAND DIRECTORS BAND FEE PAYMENTS.  
Unfinished Business:

· Election of 2009-2010 officers.  The following people were selected by the nominating committee to serve as officers for the 2009-2010 school year and were approved by the band boosters, with no opposing votes:
· President – Stacy Hart

· Vice President – Mark Schwobel

· Secretary – Jodi James

· Treasurer – Pam Brandon

· Assistant Treasurer – V’Ann Giuffre

· Communication with an organization of our size is very important.  Band emails are sent out as needed by Mr. Holt.  If you are not receiving the band booster emails, please email Mr. Holt at holt@ldbellband.org to make sure he gets you on the email list.  Please check the band website as it is updated often – www.ldbellband.org/info.  The sophomore liaison is Wendy Sloan and she can be reached at 817-285-9158.

New Business:

· An audit committee was chosen to complete the audit of the books.  The following people volunteered:  Kathy Jennings, Peggy Venable, Todd Butts, Gail Nichols and Brandi Wilk.
· Chairperson needs:  an assistant to learn the annual fund this year to take it over for next year, an assistant to the Pizza Feast and to chair the craft fair (Brandi Wilk volunteered for the Pizza feast and the craft fair); a person is needed to help with Passbooks this year, being willing to take it over for next year.  

· We will have a cookbook fundraiser.  The cookbooks will sell for $12 with $6 going into the student’s account.

Chairperson Reports:

· Annual Fund (LaDonna Schwobel) – The annual fund helps offset costs for the band.  We get the best response if band boosters contact businesses they frequent to ask for donations to the annual fund, rather than having a generic letter sent. 
· Discount Cards (Anne Agee) – The spring fundraiser card is now available and may be picked up after the booster meeting or by contacting her.  There are about 20 companies on the card, which sells for $20 (upon return of the funds, $10 for each card goes into the student’s account)

· Chaperones (Jan Cook) – The newsletter talks about the need for medical professionals to volunteer and also the duties for the chaperones.

· Water (Susan Romero) – We have a lot of need for water throughout the marching season and would appreciate a donation of at least one case of water bottles per band member.  Sophomore parents, please make sure that your child brings their personal water “jug” to all marching practices (with their name clearly noted on the jug).

· Pizza Feast (Kimberli Goldston) – We will need lots of help from everyone for this event.  Sign-up sheets will go out later.

· Silent Auction (Connie Clark) – She needs someone to work with her this year to take it over for next year.

· Uniforms (Leisha Dupree) – Senior concert uniform turn-in will be May 8; sophomore and junior concert uniform turn-in will be during June camp, after graduation.

· Spirit Wear (Stacy Hart) – Spirit Wear sales make money for the band.  They have new items tonight, a Bell band baseball shirt, new practice shirt and yard signs.

· Truck Drivers (Mike Brahm) – Truck drivers don’t load or unload the trucks (the students do) and they don’t go alone.  Please sign up or contact him if you’re interested in being a truck driver.

· Flag Sewing (Dean Coburn) – In about three to four weeks, we’ll be ready to start the first project. Sign-up sheets are going around.

Band Director Reports:

Mr. Earnhart:  Including our junior high programs, at any one time there are over 1,000 students participating in band.  Next year, we have 328 students on the roster.  A fee comparison presentation was shown comparing the costs of participating in L.D. Bell Band, L.D. Bell cheerleading, L.D. Bell Raiderettes, The Woodlands HS Band and Colleyville Heritage Band and Bell’s band fees were the lowest.  At Bell, we are “doing much more for much less”.  Mr. Earnhart will talk more about next year’s plans after the other band director’s reports.
Mr. Mathews:  He would like to thank his colleagues for a wonderful year.  It is a pleasure to get up and come to work each day.  This is a safe, successful and great place to be.  You’re a part of something special that is allowing your kids to grow.  The willingness of the band boosters to give of their time blows his mind and he thanks everyone for their support.  

Mr. Holt:  He is not only the band “news troll” but he also directs band three, the jazz band (during 2nd trimester) and IB music.  This is a great place to be and any help that the boosters can give is greatly appreciated.    
Mr. Calderon:  He is beginning his second year and it is really cool to see the turnout tonight.  He directs band four and coordinates the percussion program.  He also teaches beginning percussion at Hurst and Bedford Junior Highs.
Mr. Earnhart congratulated the concert band staff and students for being the only band program in the region to have made Sweepstakes in all three bands.  This is the best thing to do and it is the right time and place.  In our district, all arrows point in the same direction.  Band auditions are coming up and they are “blind” auditions (the directors are behind a curtain and do not see who is playing).  The packets were briefly explained.  The letter of intent that is in the packet needs to be signed and returned to the band directors.  During the marching season, some of the band students will perform in an alternate capacity.  They will have an opportunity to challenge for their marching spot but if they do not march, there will be plenty of things for them to do to participate.  All students will march in the Spirit Show during the first few football games.  June camp will be the first three days after school is dismissed, June 4, 5 and 6.  Students will have the whole summer off and will come back in August to start full rehearsals.  He is not concerned about achievement for medals, but he is concerned about student achievement, watching the kids become better people through music.  Participation in marching band helps students in all facets of their life.  The “top secret” plans for next year were shown through a presentation to the band boosters.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
