L.D. BELL BAND BOOSTERS
Minutes from October 6, 2008 Meeting
The meeting began at 7:08 p.m. with a welcome by Mr. Earnhart.  Band President Mark Schwobel welcomed everyone and began the meeting by passing around sign-up sheets for the HEB and UIL Marching Contests and for Hospitality requests for donations for the students for the BOA Houston trip.  The minutes from the September 16, 2008 meeting were approved.  
Barbara Hoover gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The Pizza Feast generated approximately $15,000 before expenses and distribution to student accounts and the junior highs.  The March-a-thon generated approximately $4,700 in profit before paying expenses of pizza, salad and salad dressing.  Payment number six and Chaperone fees for the Indianapolis trip are due on Wednesday, October 8. 
Chairperson Reports:
· Pizza Feast (Sharon Dowdey):  If you provided a cooler for the Pizza Feast, you can pick up your cooler tonight.  Thank you to everyone for their help.  Over 1,500 meals were served in two hours.  A recap of the evening is provided in the newsletter.    
· March-a-Thon (Jo Bryan):  Thank you to everyone for their team effort.  Read the newsletter for personal thanks.  Mark and Ginger Harris will be the new March-a-Thon coordinators next year.  Please be sure to log your volunteer hours for the time that you worked and/or for the items that you donated.   
· Uniforms (Leisha Dupree):  Please keep the uniform pieces together!  They will have a few extra pieces on hand for BOA Houston but the students need to be careful to keep track of all their uniform parts.  Please remember to wash the gauntlets.
· Passbooks (Kathy Russell):  There are only three dates left for Passbooks.  Please read the newsletter for those dates and details.  
· Chaperones (Jan Cook):  She will be travelling with the band on all their trips as the nurse.  If your child has a life-threatening allergy, please be sure to let her know.  Please make sure that your child takes their medication with them on the trip.  If you want her to take care of it, please make sure you give the medication to her in the original container with the student’s name on it. 
· Spirit Wear (Stacy Hart):  New items include a long-sleeved, light blue t-shirt for $15 and The Quest hoodies for $25.  The jackets that were special ordered should be here in approximately two weeks.   

· Hospitality (Kathy Jennings):  Donations of snacks and Gatorade are needed for the trip to Houston.  All students will need to bring $10 to cover the cost of their lunch and dinner for the trip.  Please bring snacks up to the band hall by Friday at noon.
· HEB Marching & Drumline Competitions (Karen Stanfield):  On Oct. 18 and 25, the parking lots will be very crowded so all volunteers should please park at Bell Manor.  Please arrive 15 minutes before your shift and check in at the volunteer table.  Please let Karen know if you’re going to volunteer so she can make sure and have a name tag for you at check in and wear a Bell band shirt when volunteering.  
· Flag Sewing:  Flag sewing is going well.  The show flags will be finished this week and then sewing on the swing flags will begin.  Please watch for emails outlining dates of flag sewing.  Thank you for your support.  
· Restaurant Night:  The next restaurant night will be Tuesday, October 14 from 3:00 to close at Pizza Garden.  Dine-in and take-out orders will both be considered in donation percentages.  Please let them know you’re with the Bell Band when ordering.  
BAND DIRECTOR REPORTS:

Mr. Jeremy Earnhart:  Internet etiquette—most forums will be inflammatory and it is human nature to want to defend but please do not post.  Most posts are 9th and 10th grade students and the best response is usually no response.  Parent stand etiquette—it is cool to wear your band shirt but it is not cool to make your own band shirt; it is cool to wear a Bell band hat but it is not cool to make your own hat; pictures of your child in your wallet or an electronic device are cool but it is not cool to have their picture in a mum-type adornment.  When going to marching competitions, if you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything.  Don’t yell individual band member’s name and make everything positive.  It is always about the students. 

Mr. Jaime Alvarez-Calderon:  Please make sure that your children are eating breakfast, taking vitamins, especially vitamin C and keeping the good health rules in place.  Please make sure that they continue to hydrate and drink enough water.  
Mr. Brandon Holt:  We need water for the marching contests.  Small bottles of water would be ideal for quick hydration that can be easily finished.  We need 48 cases of water.  For informational purposes, we use 32 cases of water at every football game.  Water donations are always welcome.  Thank you.
Mr. Van Mathews:  Being in this room tonight is beautiful.  It has been a very positive experience for his family so far and the environment has welcomed his family.  Watching the Pizza Feast and the March-a-Thon, it shows that we are a big family.  We are mature and that means we have the willingness to accept responsibility.  As we are watching the marching competitions, remember that it belongs to all of us.  Enjoy what we’re getting ready to do.

Mr. Jeremy Earnhart:  An explanation of the difference between BOA and UIL judging was given.  For BOA, there are seven judges, five up in the press box and two on the field.  They each have a box system included in their rubric of scoring.  To get a Box 5, which is the ultimate goal, the band will need to represent the criteria 100%.  Individual music score comprises 20%, visual comprises 20% and the remaining 60% comes from general effect (general effect involves the moods, textures, design, how well you performed the design, etc.).  Most often, but not always, the band that wins General Effect will win the competition.  BOA is a corporation and they make sure that everything is done well and runs efficiently.  Scores at this point in the season for the winners of a BOA Regional will be in the low to mid 80’s, which is good.  For UIL, they have a ranking system – after all the performances, each band is ranked.      
We got part four on the field at the last football game and this week will be spent filling in the gaps and cleaning up. A big thank you to the parents who helped paint the beasts.  We will have approximately 9:25 of the show at BOA Houston, which is over a minute more than we had last year at this time.  Color guard will be using their practice uniforms at Houston because the flags are not finished yet.  The HEB contest will be the first time the color guard will wear their show uniforms.  Every week, more will be added until we get to an approximate 11:45 final show time.  

There were a few students who are ineligible for the next three weeks.  Finals will be held on the two days that we leave for Indianapolis so the band students will be given the opportunity to take their finals on November 17, the Monday following our return back from Indianapolis.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
